COMMUNITY MATTERS

| am sharing with you a some very valuable information that we received, thanks to Tony Ross,
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Dear Friends:

Years of Budget Cuts and Recession Take Toll on Pennsylvanians in Need

Survey details the impact of budget cuts and economic climate on access to services .

Harrisburg, March 10 -- Funding reductions in the last two state budget cycles and the economic recession have
taken a heavy toll on Pennsylvanians in need and the organizations that serve them, according to a new statewide
survey from United Way of Pennsylvania (UWP) and its partners.
The survey, conducted in early 2011, drew responses from over 1,000 nonprofit organizations that serve all of
Pennsylvania's 67 counties. Responding groups include but not limited to food banks, domestic violence agencies,
libraries, faith based organizations, children services and agencies that serve seniors and people with disabilities.
According to the survey, four out of five respondents (82 %) report that the economic downturn has increased de-
mand for services. The recession’s impact can also be seen in the
demographics of Pennsylvanians seeking help. Nonprofits reported:

* 51 % increase in "first-time" households seeking services

* 52 % increase in unemployed clients

* 26 % increase in uninsured clients

“Many of our friends and neighbors who were once financial contributors to charities are often now seeking ser-
vices from those agencies,” said UWP President Tony Ross. “To put it another way -- the donor has now become cli-
ent in many cases.”

The increase in demand for services is not unexpected when various social conditions in the Commonwealth are
considered such as:

* More than half of Pennsylvanians over the age of 50 are experiencing some difficulty paying monthly household
utility costs.

e Nearly 12.5% of all Pennsylvanians (over 1.4 million — up about 10%) and over 17% of Pennsylvania’s children now
live in poverty

In the last two fiscal years, budget cuts affected 70% of organizations surveyed. A third of respondents (33%) experi-

enced state funding cuts in excess of $50,000, while another 30% reported reductions from $5,000 to $50,000. Drastic

cuts have impacted nonprofit organizations in a variety of ways, such as implementing layoffs (64%), eliminating pro-

grams (37%), reducing hours (45%), and expanding waiting lists for services (41%).

Over a third of responding organizations (34%) reported turning away individuals needing services, while 18% re-

voked services from individuals due to lack of funding.

‘When we make cuts to services that keep people healthy, out of jail and economically stable, we pay the price down

the road,” said Ross.

Additionally, significant numbers of nonprofit organizations have utilized emergency funding
sources to maintain programs, including 53% accessing reserves and 39% activating lines of
credit. However, 26% of respondents have no source of emergency funding.

The two years of budget cuts and 2009’s 101-day budget impasse have intensified difficulties
that agencies that were already facing due to the economic recession. Student United Way
Survey results also indicate that nonprofits and human service providers are experiencing
funding reductions from private sources, when the need for many services is at an all time high.
Non-governmental sources of funds (i.e. private foundation grants, individual donations) have
remained flat or decreased since 2008 for most nonprofit organizations (77%).

Budget decisions in Harrisburg will have a profound impact on our communities and Pennsyl-
vania's future. The challenge facing policymakers is crafting a balanced budget that recognizes
the immediate needs of residents still struggling in a weak economy and makes the investments | Mark Your Calendars
critical to the state’s economic future.

“State leaders face difficult decisions, but they must make wise decisions,” said Ross. “The
data clearly demonstrates that Pennsylvanians in need and the organizations that serve them LIVE UNITED!
have sacrificed and shared in the pain from Pennsylvania’s recent budget woes.”

Bluegrass Festival

Casino Night

Partner Agencies

For more information on United Way of Pennsylvania or visit their website, Facebook and
Twitter. A. Jane Klinger




Otudent United W

The Student United Way organization spent an afternoon at the Child
Development Center in Oil City during the month of March. Our Valentmes Day
themed afternoon centered around the book “Arthur’s Valentine,” by Marc Brown.
The story focuses on a surprise Valentine Admirer for Arthur, who has been leaving
clues to a valentines day rendezvous. Afterwards the children participated in an
activity in which they made “Hand Hearts” for their mothers with a poem
attached to it. The poem read,

“This isn’t just any handprint as you can plainly see.
For it is a special handprint made by me!
Along with this handprint
I send lots of hugs & kisses
your way.
and ask that God bless you
on Valentines Day.”
After writing the poem and painting their hands and faces, kids participated in a valentines day snack.

We thank all of you for your support and we will be back in April with an article on our 5/6th grade elementary basketball tournament and

junior high basketball tournaments.

Be Blessed, One Life, One Way — LIVE UNITED!
Jeffrey Polley
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The fourth annual Oil City Bluegrass
Festival was a huge success. The festivities
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Door Open 7:00pm; Gaming 7:30-10:30 pm
Prizes 10:30 pm-11:00 pm

Tickets include refreshments, food, &

$50,000 in play money
1"# $ %&"

( ) > H# , =./0/./ - +
(1& 2 # 1

March 2011

NP -

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 10 11 12

¢ March 9th—Lunch & Learn
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Unitea Way
of Venango County

1999 Allegheny Blvd.
P.O. Box 303
Reno, PA 16343

Phone: 814-676-6545
Fax: 814-676-4530
Email: uwvc@verizon.net

Allegheny Red Cross Chapter

Community Ambulance Service
Community Services of Venango County
Easter Seals Society, Western PA Div.
Family Service and Children’s Aid Society
Girl Scouts of Western Pennsylvania
Salvation Army, Franklin Unit

Salvation Army, Oil City Unit

LIVE UNITED!

The United Way of Venango County is
working to advance the common good by
focusing on the building blocks for a good

life for all in our community on important is-

sues such as education, income, and
health.

Our goal is to create long-lasting changes
that prevent problems from happening in
the first place. Your support of the United
Way goes to work bringing lasting change,
right where you live.

We invite you to be part of this change.
Together, United, we can inspire hope and
create opportunities for a better tomorrow.

artner Agencies

Sugar Valley Lodge

Venango County Blind Association
Venango Area Community Foundation
VARHA

Y .M.C.A.— Franklin

Y.M.C.A— Oil City
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Youth Alternatives



